
Newcastle Local Meeting  

Quaker News for June   
Meetings for Worship are held on Zoom every Sunday at 10.30 am Invitations with joining link will 

be sent by clerks beforehand. You can join from around 10am (greetings and gathering), worship 

10.30 to 11.30, with the duty elder giving a reading near the start.  

Notices and sharing afterwards, until around 12.00. 

“Do not be dismayed if you only seem led to do small things, for little things give practice for 

greater things, and even in little things peace can be brought about, and the will of God 

done.” Nick Langley, writing in Quaker Monthly, Jan 1993. 
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Dates for June 2020  

Sun 7    Meeting for Worship 10.30am 

 

Wed 10 Mid-week Meeting for Worship 

10.30 – 11.15 

Sun 14   Meeting for Worship 10.30    

 Area Meeting  2.00 pm. 

Sun 21   Meeting for Worship 10.30 

Wed 24 Meeting for Worship 10.30-11.15 

Sun 28   Meeting for Worship 10.30 

All events are online, using Zoom 

The deadline for items for the July newsletter 

is 18 June. Please send to: 

newsletter@quakers-in-newcastle.org.uk 

 

------------------------------------------ 

Newcastle Meeting updates 

during the coronavirus pandemic 

Help available to any Friend: Would 

you like to offer or receive a phone chat or 
a card? Please contact Rachel Barton 
(overseers)  

Help with shopping? if you need this 

or can offer, please contact Sue Bennet 
(elders) 

For any comments on worship or other 
matters relating to our life as a faith group, 
please contact an elder, overseer or a 
member of the clerking team: Douglas 
Rennie, Liz Andersen, Helen Crichton.  

Contact details: Douglas: 0191 266 1065 
and email: clerk@quakers-in-
newcastle.org.uk  

Additional Meetings for Worship via 
Zoom 

Elders have decided to offer additional 
Meetings for Worship on the 2nd and 4th   
Wednesdays in June from 10.30 to 11.15 
via Zoom.  This will mean that these 
Meetings will take place on Wednesday 
10th and Wednesday 24th June.   

These meetings may turn out to have less 
people online – and this may be a good 
thing for those who might prefer a smaller 
Meeting for Worship. 

All are welcome of course.   

With love, The Elders 

Talks for Friends 

Following the talks by Lindsey Fielder 
Cook in April, and on 27 May by Liz 
Andersen, clerks have received offers 
from three more fFriends: Robin Roth (on 
the democratisation of Traidcraft); 
Margaret Bozic (on Ruth Dodds); and 
Tom Shakespeare (on being asked to 
give the 2020 Swarthmore Lecture). We 
will be arranging dates for these, to be 
given over the next 2 -3 months, and 
circulating more details and Zoom 
invitations.  
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Rydall Hall. 

Sadly our hoped for area meeting 
gathering will not go ahead on June 19-21 
2020 HOWEVER... I am delighted to tell 
you that our booking has been transferred 
to October 21-23 2022. Save the date! 
Yes..it does seem a long way off but we 
have Glenthorne on November 2021 to 
look forward to.  
Stay safe. Keep well. Caroline Coode 

 

 

Hexham Debates: If you have missed 
any of this year’s excellent debates, 
the videos are  all available on their 
website: 

https://hexhamdebates.wordpress

.com/

Saturday 6 June 2020 
The Politics of Global Heating - How has it taken so long to get serious about global 
heating and climate disruption? Why have climate change deniers been so resolute, and 
have we at last started to respond properly – and in time? 

Updates from other Meetings 

Regular events from Stocksfield Friends: Wednesdays and Fridays, as well as Sunday 
worship. (see emails from Michael Long for details of how to join in). 

Funerals and Elders 
 
All our Elders and/or those with whom they live have underlying medical conditions.  We 
therefore need 2 Friends without health issues to stand in for those elders whose health 
conditions or shielding role disqualifies them from holding Quaker funeral meetings. 
 
If someone dies in this period of crisis and quarantine and they and/or their family would 
like a Quaker funeral, as in the case of John Veit-Wilson, then we need to organise this with 
the family and have 2 people who will attend it and hold the Meeting.   
 
At present very few mourners are permitted to attend a funeral and it is likely that the 
numbers will be under 10. (10 are permitted at Tynemouth Crematorium chapel and 20 at 
West Road under the present restrictions.  Social distancing practice will be in place and 
personal protective equipment used.  We will organise preparations for the event via Zoom 
with the family and a member of the funeral arrangements committee. 
 
We need two Friends for each funeral in lieu of elders (who are subject to lock down 
restrictions) to introduce and close each funeral meeting. .Elders will give guidance and 
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help to those Friends willing to introduce and close funeral meetings and will provide a 
written text to use as a basis for the introduction. Friends who are willing to provide this 
service would need to be free of health issues and not to be shielding relatives. You do not 
need to be an elder to provide this service in the current situation. Those able to provide 
such a service would only be asked to undertake a single funeral. This would be an 
extremely precious service to the meeting. We may require the approval of the Nominations 
Committee to proceed with this proposal. 
 

We need someone to open and close the funeral Meeting for Worship wherever it takes 
place.  There will be a prepared short text explaining what will happen, and when it will end 
(probably half an hour).  At the end, the two Friends holding the Meeting will shake hands. 
 
We hope to be holding memorial meetings when we are able to meet normally again. 
 
Please consider if you can offer this service, which will be strongly supported by the funeral 
arrangements committee.  
For further information and/or offer service please contact Sue Bennet (Elders convenor) 
and/or the convenor of our nominations committee, Marcia Lemon. 
 

Atlas   -  by U.A.Fanthorpe 

         There is a kind of love called maintenance 

          Which stores the WD40 and knows when to use it; 

          Which checks the insurance, and doesn’t forget 

           The milkman; which remembers when to plant bulbs; 

          Which answers letters; which knows the way 

           The money goes; which deals with dentists 

           And Road Fund Tax and meeting trains 

            And postcards to the lonely; which upholds 

          The permanently rickety elaborate 

            Structures of living, which is Atlas.     

           And maintenance is the sensible side of love, 

            Which knows what time and weather are doing 

           To my brickwork; insulates my faulty wiring; 

             Laughs at my dry rotten jokes; remembers 

            My need for gloss and grouting; which keeps 

             My suspect edifice upright in air, 

            As Atlas did the sky.  


