
Newcastle Local Meeting  

Quaker News for May   
Meetings for Worship are held on Zoom every Sunday at 10.30 am Invitations with joining link will 

be sent by clerks beforehand. You can join from around 10am (greetings and gathering), worship 

10.30 to 11.30, with the duty elder giving a reading near the start.  

Notices and sharing afterwards, until around 12.00. 

“I know that how we were living before was leading us into crisis and so I want to take this 
opportunity to learn and unlearn…. This will be easier on some days than others… so for me, I 
need time, I need to grieve…. I need to ask what is required of me.” ― Maud Grainger, 
Woodbrooke blog, 17 April 2020 
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Dates for May 2020  

Sun 3    Meeting for Worship 10.30am 

 

Tues 5  Area Meeting working group 

business meeting 6pm – all welcome 

 

Sun 10   Meeting for Worship 10.30    

Sun 17   Meeting for Worship 10.30 

Sun 24   Meeting for Worship 10.30 

 Wed 27  Jesus - Fresh perspectives 

talk by Michael Wright (Middlesbrough LM, 

Teesdale & Cleveland AM) 6 – 7.30pm 

Sun 31 Meeting for Worship  10.30 

All events are online, using Zoom 

The deadline for items for the June 

newsletter is 21 May. Please send to: 

newsletter@quakers-in-newcastle.org.uk 

     A poem read recently in Meeting 

 
 

Snow Geese by Mary Oliver 

Oh, to love what is lovely, and will not 

last!  

What a task 

to ask  

of anything, or anyone,  

yet it is ours,  

and not by the century or the year, but 

by the hours.  

One fall day I heard 

above me, and above the sting of the 

wind, a sound 

I did not know, and my look shot 

upward; it was  

a flock of snow geese, winging it 

faster than the ones we usually see,  

and, being the color of snow, catching 

the sun  

so they were, in part at least, golden. I  

held my breath 

as we do 

sometimes 

to stop time 

when something wonderful 

has touched us  

as with a match,  

which is lit, and bright,  

but does not hurt 

in the common way,  

but delightfully,  

as if delight 

were the most serious thing 

you ever felt.  

The geese 

flew on,  

I have never seen them again.  

Maybe I will, someday, somewhere. 

Maybe I won't. 

It doesn't matter. 

What matters 

is that, when I saw them,  

I saw them 

as through the veil, secretly, joyfully, 

clearly.   

mailto:newsletter@quakers-in-newcastle.org.uk
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Newcastle Meeting updates during the coronavirus pandemic 

Help available to any Friend: Would you like to offer or receive a phone chat or a 

card? Please contact Rachel Barton (overseers)  

Help with shopping? if you need this or can offer, please contact Sue Bennet (elders) 

For any comments on worship or other matters relating to our life as a faith group, please 
contact an elder, overseer or a member of the clerking team: Douglas Rennie, Liz 
Andersen, Helen Crichton.  

 
Contact details: Douglas: 0191 266 1065 and email: clerk@quakers-in-newcastle.org.uk  

Meeting for Worship. (by Zoom) 

I found this a surprisingly rewarding experience. For a while, on Sunday afternoon, I was 
convinced I had actually attended our usual Meeting. It was useful to have time to chat with 
other Friends and be able to see them. We were joined by several Friends who are not 
currently in the North East, and I was moved by the depth of the ministry. For anyone not 
on line, it is possible at least to listen in by telephone which some might find helpful. At the 
end, we remembered those Friends who were not with us. 

LIVE ADVENTUROUSLY ! 
I have been assured by Rydal Hall that, 
barring another lockdown, our 
booking for June 19-21 will go ahead. I think 
that getting together with 
friends and family, to relax in their beautiful 
surroundings, will be a 
really wonderful way to recover from the 
current trauma. If you have'nt 
sent me a form yet, please do. Or telephone 
me with your details and I 
can fill one in for you. I will still need a cheque 
for the deposit of 
£20. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Caroline Coode 0191 212 0801 
 www.rydalhall.org [1] gives a lot of 
information  

[This is the current position at 3 May, but it 
may change if the lockdown continues] 

 

Cheerful calendulas 

 

 

mailto:clerk@quakers-in-newcastle.org.uk
http://www.rydalhall.org/
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Hexham Debates: If you have missed any of 
this year’s excellent debates, the videos are 
all available on their website: 

https://hexhamdebates.wordpress.com/ 

The last debate is on 6 June – details below.

The NHS – past, present and future 
A whistle-stop tour of the history of the NHS, where are we now and what might happen next. 
Saturday 25 January 202. 
Helen Salisbury is a GP in Oxford and an NHS campaigner. She combines clinical work, teaching 
medical students and junior doctors, and medical writing. 

Saturday 6 June 2020 
The Politics of Global Heating 
How has it taken so long to get serious about global heating and climate disruption? Why 
have climate change deniers been so resolute, and have we at last started to respond 
properly – and in time? 

Paul Rogers, Emeritus Professor of Peace Studies, University of Bradford and the Oxford 
Research Group’s Global Security Consultant. Paul has worked in international security, 
arms control and political violence for over 30 years. He writes monthly Briefings for the 
ORG website analysing the international security situation, and reports for the ORG on 
international security and the ‘War on Terror’. He also writes regularly for openDemocracy. 

Updates from other Meetings 

Regular events from Stocksfield Friends: Wednesdays and Fridays, as well as Sunday 
worship. (see emails from Michael Long for details of how to join in) .  

 

 
 
Although it feels like a long time ago (BC – before Covid) at the beginning of 2020, in Tyne 
and Wear Citizens we started conducting a new listening campaign – asking people: 
           ‘what’s putting pressure on you, your families and communities?’. 
 
Through these conversations we have been finding out the key needs of people in Tyne 
and Wear in 2020. This will lead to a decision-making process to agree our new priorities 
for action, though of course reviewing/updating may be needed in light of the effects of the 
virus – but we already know that current inequalities are only being reinforced. 
  
The 5 main issues which arose from over a hundred conversations with Quakers, so far, 
have been: 
* Social and health care systems 

https://hexhamdebates.wordpress.com/


 

4 
 

* Society and social relationships – including inequality, isolation and loneliness, 
expressions of anger and hate, and support for young people 
* Environment – including climate change and transport 
* Housing and Homelessness 
* Working conditions 
  
There has been one Issues Workshop so far where these issues were considered 
alongside those found by other members. Other Workshops are due to take place, once we 
know how to do this safely, to sift all the conversations and find the priorities across our 
region. 
 
At the first Workshop the representative present managed to collectivise around 6 shared 
issues; 

• Environment/climate change – including public transport, waste, 
environmental justice  – action to take forward was around cost of public 
transport 

• Housing (quality and access to social housing) 
• Work (quality and conditions) 
• Racism including hate crime, government hostile environment 
• Police response to crime, including anti-social behaviour, gangs 
• Effects of austerity (including loneliness/isolation and elder care) and the 

poor state of the benefits system. 
•  

  
The listening campaign goes on – so we can still set up conversations to hear what is 
putting pressure on each of us as well as our families and communities. 
 
If you want to find out more, please contact Faith Goodfellow, Sue Bennet or Simon 

McIntosh 

 

 

  

Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness, and bearing one with another, and 

forgiving one another … but praying for one another, and helping one another 

up with a tender hand. 

             Isaac Penington, 1667 

 


